
Rev. Dr. Imad-ud-Din 

Imad-ud-Din and Safdar Ali were Maulana Rahmat Ullah’s two assistants at the Agra 

debate of 1854 to which he had challenged Rev. Dr. C. G. Pfander. How did Imad-ud-

Din eventually become the chief  Christian controversialist in India and so strong a 

spokesman for the Christian position? 

 

Imad-ud-Din, born at Paniput near Delhi, came from a leading Punjabi Muslim 

family. A student at the Government College, Agra, he became a Sufi, a Muslim 

mystic. He recalled that he recited the Qur’an during the night, ‘mentally I started to 

write the word Allah on my heart. I meditated hoping for illumination, attended Sufi 

assemblies, constantly seeking union with God, but I never found peace.’ Selected to 

preach on the Qur’an and Hadith at the debate he continued preaching on these 

subjects for three years. 

 

Imad-ud-Din then decided to become a  fakir, travelling several thousand miles. 

Although many became his disciples he returned to Paniput disillusioned. After some 

years he went to Lahore and worked under Mr. Mackintosh, Headmaster of  the 

Teachers’ Training College. He heard that Safdar Ali had become a Christian. Imad-

ud-Din had never studied Christianity sympathetically so he requested Mr. 

Mackintosh to teach him. After reading seven chapters of Matthew’s gospel he was 

convinced that only Christ offers salvation. Rev. Robert Clark baptized him in 

Amritsar in 1866. His wife, antagonistic at first, was later baptized with all their 

children. After two years God called him to work in the church. Ordained deacon on 

6th December 1868, and priest on 15th December 1872 by Robert Milman, Bishop of 

Calcutta, he was Native Preacher at Amritsar.  He became Examining Chaplain for 



the Bishop of Calcutta for Urdu candidates; then finally Chaplain to the Bishop of 

Lahore. In 1884 the Archbishop of Canterbury conferred on him the degree of Doctor 

of Divinity, partly in recognition of his contribution to Christian literature in Urdu. 

 

The Punjab Missionary Conference of 1862 was followed by the formation of the 

Punjab Religious Book Society. In 1875 a spacious bookshop erected in Lahore 

became a good distribution centre for vernacular books. For some years after his 

conversion Imad-ud-Din wrote many books and tracts against Islam, and in defence of 

Christianity against Muslim objections. Then a turning point came in 1873.  He said, 

‘I wish to devote the rest of my days in showing them the excellency of the holy 

teaching of the Gospels’. He now mainly concentrated on writing in conjunction with 

Mr. Clark’s original commentaries on the New Testament for Indian Christians.  The 

Gospels of Matthew and John and the Acts were produced with Mr. Clark suggesting 

the exegesis and Imad-ud-Din casting it into oriental form and Urdu idiom. Thus  

Imad-ud-Din’s ministry switched from polemics and controversy to apologetic and 

exposition of Scripture. 
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