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figure from that of KRIM.2  Table 10 presented by KNCC (Korean Na-
tional Council of Churches) and KWMA (Korean World Mission As-
sociation) shows figures of major Korean denominations in 2001.   
 

 
Table 11: Korean missionaries in 2007 

 
     KWMA has provided statistics, given in Tables 11 and 12, for Ko-
rean missionaries as of January 2007.  Table 11 shows where Korean 

                                                        
2 Sung-Sam (Samuel) Kang’s report in his article “Evaluation of Nevius Mission policy 
during 100 years of Korea Mission and Self-Theologization from Missiological Per-
spective in Biblical Contextualization,” in “Mission Committee of the Centennial An-
niversary Conference of Korean Great (Pyong-Yang) Revival 2007,” ed. Sung-Sam 
(Samuel) Kang, Bang-Hyun Shin, and Da-Heung Kang (Seoul, Korea: Ocean Media, 
2007), p. 60.  Please see footnote 1.  KRIM figure.  In December 2006, KRIM (Korea 
Research Institute for Missions) estimated that Korean churches had sent 14,905 mis-
sionaries to 168 countries through 174 Mission Agencies.  This number is conservative. 
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missionaries have served in the world with some information about 
them.  Table 12 gives statistics by denomination. 
 

Table 12: Korean denominations and their missionaries 
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Appendix 2 The number of countries where Korean mission-
aries work 
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Appendix 3  Some respondents comments about the most  
                     strategic areas of ministry for Koreans 
 
Relating to Asians in Asian culture 
 

• Asians feel fewer barriers with Koreans on a friendship level.  (ISW 
19) 

• There was a natural affinity in Asia.  This might be a strategic setting 
for ministry.  (ISW 30) 

• I think there are geographical locations (e.g. Central Asia, Turkey) 
where Koreans have greater ease of access (visas) and often closer 
linguistic relationship.  (ISW 33) 

• Being from an Asian background, with their beautiful Asian faces, 
Korean brothers and sisters have a unique opportunity to blend in here 
(China).  There is a different level of acceptance and different level of 
suspicion.  (ISW 35) 

• Roles involving direct contact with local people in local language, as 
Koreans are often more easily integrated and accepted as part of same 
culture, e.g. in sharing the news.  (ISW 40) 

 
Pioneering work 
 

• I think Koreans as a whole are very committed and very “tough” and 
have abilities in pioneering that few others have.  (ISW 18) 

• Initiating new ideas, visionaries, but this needs to be tempered with 
consideration for others on the team i.e. a team vision, not one auto-
cratic leader deciding the vision for all.  (ISW 22) 

• I would say to some degree in places where visa issues are the most 
difficult for westerners: also where emerging missions movements are 
most developed, to bring to the next step.  (ISW 23) 

• Doing well in hard places - thrive very well in hard places where for-
eigners need to really endure harsh weather and working conditions.  
Such places are, for example, Mongolia, Central Asia.  (ISN 8)  

 
Local church ministry 
 

• They seem to work well within local churches, but should not assume 
they will lead those churches.  (ISW 4) 
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Helping westerners to understand Church Planting 
 

• They can really help span the gap between western and Asian cul-
tures, by helping us (westerners) to see where we are blind about 
various matters that are vitally important to Asians, but little noticed 
by westerners.  They can help expand the definition of church plant-
ing work with the various methodologies that are currently being used 
by Korean church planters in the field.  They can also help show 
westerners how to do things in an Asian way, which is generally 
cheaper, and closer to the ability of the nationals to sustain in the long 
run.  Lastly, the experience of the church growing in Korea over the 
past century will continue to be a role model of how things can be 
done in Asia.  Koreans should share openly the possibilities of what 
God can do among Asian peoples, as has been displayed by the phe-
nomenal growth of the Korean church in the past 120 years.  (Non-
ISW 1)  




